LAWS OF WISCONSIN—CH. 480.

No. 580, A.] [Published June 1, 1891,

CHAPTER 480.

AN ACT to enable the private land owners who
may be benefited by the drainage and im-
provements of certain lands in the counties of
Manitowoc and Calumet, to raise the moneys
necessary to aid in making the drainage and
improvements within said counties, contem-
plated by chapter 352, of the laws of 1383, and
chapter 431 of the laws of 1887; and that the
commissioners of public lands may carry into
effect the provisions for the drainage and im-

rovements of all the swamp and overflowed
ands mentioned or referred to in the soveral
chapters and acts herein named.

The people of  the state of Wisconsin, represented
in senale and assembly, do enact as follows:

SecTION 1. A special drainage and improve-
ment tax, of not less than four thousand dollars,
nor more than six thousand dollars, which shall
be found necessary by the commissioners of pub-
lic lands of this state, to carry -into effect the
provisions of this act, shall be assessed and
levied as hereinafter provided, upon all the
swamp and overflowed lands benefited by the
drainage and improvements herein mentioned;
except such as remain unsold or otherwise ap-
propriated under the provisions of any law or
laws of this state heretofore enacted in the towns
of Charlestown, Rantoul, Brillion and Woodville,
in the county of Calumet, and in the towns of
Eaton, Cato and Rockland, in the county of Mani-
towoc; which tax shall be collected and paid as
hereinafter provided.

SecrioN 2. The said commissioners of public
lands shall, as soon as is practicable, after the
passage of this act, ascertain what, if any part or
portion of the lands in said towns are overflowed
or subject to overflow by water, or which have their
value impaired by back water held thereon, or
driven back upon or over the same by reason or
means of any dam, dams or otherwise, in the
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Manitowoc river, at Cato Falls, in Manitowoc
county; and to ascertain as near as may be, the
extent of damage to said lands caused thereby,
and fo ascertain and assess the benefits to be de-
rived from said drainage and improvements,
and to apportion equally upon said lands so
benefited, according to the acreage thereof, the
special drainage and improvement tax herein
named; setting down opposite to the correct de-
scription of each tract, lot, easement or servitude,
by whomsoever held and owned, the portion or
portions of such tax ascertained and assessed as
aforesaid, as tenefits thereon, and to certify the
same over their hands and seals to the town
clerks of the respective towns within which
said lands are situated in said counties of Calu-
met and Manitowoc, and in all other respects to
immediately enter upon the discharge of their
duties and the execution of the provisions of
this act; provided, however, that the said com-
missioners of public lands shall first cause to be
made a survey by a competent civil engineer or
surveyor, who shall be designated by said com-
missioners of public lands of all the lands in
said towns affected and benefited by the drain-
age and improvements herein named and who
shall ascertain and report to the said commission-
ers of public lands, as soon as it is practicable,
after his appointment, the extent and number
of acres so affected and benefited in each of said
towns, by the reclaiming and draining of the
lands herein mentioned which said lands so des-
iinated shall be the lands upon which said tax
shail be assessed as hereinbefore provided, and
the said engineer or surveyor shall also superin-
tend and direct all the work done under contracts
made with said commissioners of public lands and
who shall allow him such compensation for his
gervices as engineer, or surveyor and superintend-
ent, as the same shall be reasonably worth while
actually employed. The town clerks of said towns
shall on receipt of such certificates of assessed
benefits as aforesaid for their respective towns,
insert on their tax rolls of their said towns, for
the year 1891, the amount or amounts thus
assessed, levied and certified to be paid by the
owners of said lands, which amount or amounts
shall constitute the tax herein named, and the
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same shall be collected and paid in the manner
as is now provided by law for the collection and
payment of the general, local, county and state
taxes.

SectioN 3. The town treasurers of said towns
resgectively, shall keep a separate account of
said moneys so collected as aforesaid, and desig-
nate the same as the “ Private swamp and over-
flowed lands fund, of Calumet and Manitowoc
counties,” and shall pay the same over to the
county treasurer of the respective county in
which said lands are situated in the same manner
and at the same time or times as is now provided
by law for the payment of the county and
state taxes and the said county treasurers of
the said counties of Calumet and Manitowoc,
shall keep a separate account of said funds so re-
ceived to be designated in the same manner as
is provided for the town treasurers herein, and
shall pay the same over to the state treasurer,
in the same manner and at the same time or
times as is now provided by law for the payment
of the general state tax; and the said state treas-
urer shall keep a separate account of said funds
80 received, to be designated in the same manner
as is provided for the town and county treasurers
herein.

SEcTION 4. For the purpose of aiding in carry-
ing into effect the provisions of this act, the said
commissioners of public lands, are hereby author-
ized and empowered to use and employ all the
raoney or moneys appropriated and mentioned
in section 5 of chapter 352, of the laws of 1883, and
all other money or moneys that may have there-
after become due or apportioned to said counties
of Calumet and Manitowoc in whatsoever fund
or funds the same may now be, in addition to the
sum appropriated out of the general drainage
fund mentioned in section 1, of chapter 431, of the
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directed, and the same shall be held subject to
and be disposed of,in the manner provided by
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this act, and shall become a part of the fund
herein named.

Damstobe re-  QpoTION 5. The said commissioners of public
lands are hereby authorized and empowered to
remove or cause to be removed; first, the dam,
dams or other artificial obstructions in the Mani-
towoc river, at Cato Falls, in Manitowoc county,
as hereinafter provided; and thereafter to remove
or caused to removed, all other obstructions
at any place or places at or above said Cato
Falls in said river, which caused the said
lands or any part of the said lands men-
tioned and referred to in this act, within said
counties of Calumet and Manitowoc or either
of them, to be overflowed with water or otherwise
injured or impaired in value as aforesaid, at any
season of the year; and for that purpose, may
lower the bed of the said Manitowoc river, and
cause to be dug, made, built and constructed, all
such canals, ditches, sluice-ways, dykes and em-
bankments, as said commissioners of public lands
shall deem necessary to effectually drain said
lands, and to protect the same, so far as may be,
against any further overflow from high water
caused by obstructions placed in the said river;
and for that purpose the said commissioners of
public lands, their superintendent, agents or con-
tractors shall have further power and authority
to enter upon any adjoining lands, and make
ditches, sluice-ways and do other work necessary
to the drainage of the lands herein referred to in
the said counties of Calumet and Manitowoc.

Commissloners  SRCTION 6. It shall be the duty of the said

actionstore- commissioners of public lands, to institute such

movedams.  action or actions, either civil or criminal, or both,
as they may deem advisable or necessary to cause
the removal of such dam, dams or other artificial
obstructions, against any and all persons, corpo-
rations or co-partnerships who shall be
found in possession of, or maintaining such
dam, dams or other artificial obstructions, and
shall prosecute such action or actions to the re-
moval of such dam, dams or other artificial ob-
structions; provided, however, that the said com-
missioners of public lJands may ia their discretion
procure the removal of such dam, dams or other ar-
tificial obstructions, by compromise or purchase;
and in that event may pay for the same, such
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sum or sums as they shall agree upon, out of the
moneys herein and hereby appropriated; the bal-
ance of said moneys shall be expended by them
for the drainage of said lands as herein provided.

SEctiON 7. It shall be the duty of said com-
missioners of public lands, before commencing
the work deemed necessary to be done to accomp-
lish the reclaiming and draining of the lands
authorized in this act to require their said civil
engineer or surveyor to submit to them plans,
specifications and estimates of the cost of all
the work deemed necessary to be done to accomp-
lish the object contemplated by the pro-
visions of this act, and after such surveys,

lans, specifications and estimates shall have
geen so made and submitted, the said commis-
sioners of public lands, shall meet and deter-
mine upon the plans by which the various por-
tions and kinds of such work shall be prosecuted
and completed, and shall advertise for proposals
for contracts for such work, by giving at least
thirty days’ notice thereof, by publishing
the same in one of the newspapers pub-
lished in each of said counties, of the
time and place of the letting of contracts,
and where such plans and specifications can be
seen; and the said commissioners of public lands
shall let such contracts to the lowest responsible
bidders; provided, that no such contracts shall be
let unless the performance thereof shall he guar-
anteed by oue or more responsible sureties, to be
approved by said commissioners of public lands;
and provided, that no member of said commis-
sioners of public lands shall be or become in-
terested, either directly or indirectly, in any such
contracts.

SectioN 8. The provisions of this act shall be
liberally construed to promote the drainage and
reclamation of the wet and overflowed lands
within the towns herein named in the said coun-
ties of Calumet and Manitowoc; and all costs and
exgenses incurred by the said commissioners of
public lands, their agents or servants, in carrying
into effect the provisions of this act, shall be paid
out of the funds herein named.

SectioN 9. There is hereby appropriated in ad-
dition to the said sum or sums, already appro-
priated by section 4, of this act under and by vir-
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tue of the appropriations of the several acts there-
in named, out of the general fund, a sum sufficient
to pay the warrants drawn under the provisions
of this act, and the funds of the state thus paid
out shall be reimbursed by the collection and pay-
ment of the tax levied by and under the pro-
visions of this act, so far as the same can be done.
SEcTION 10, All acts or parts of acts sofar as
they same are in conflict with the terms and pro-
visions of this act are hereby repealed. ~* ¥ <~
SeorioN 11. This act shall take effect and be in
force from and after its passage and publication.
Approved April 25, 1891.

No. 635, A.] [Published May 13, 1891

CHAPTER 481.

AN ACT to amend chapter 10, of chapter 184, of
the private and locallaws, for the year 1889, en-
titled, “An act to revise, consolidate and amend
the charter of the city of Eau Claire, and the
several acts amendatory thereof.”

(See Vol. 2.)

No. 136, S.] [Pablished May 14, 1891.

CHAPTER 482.

AN ACT to apportion the state into senate and
assembly districts.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented
in senate and assembly, do enact as follows:

SeorioN 1. Until there shall be a new appor-
tionment, the senators shall be apportioned among
the several districts of this state as hereinafter
mentioned, and each district shall be entitled to
elect one senator.



